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Abstract

This study explores the impact of technology on English language acquisition in high schools,
emphasizing its role in enhancing learning outcomes and student engagement. As digital tools
increasingly integrate into education, their influence on language proficiency, communication,
and collaboration has become a critical area of research. The study examines various
technological tools, including language learning applications, multimedia resources, virtual
simulations, and online collaboration platforms, assessing their effectiveness in facilitating
language learning. Additionally, it investigates the relationship between teacher-student
interactions and technology integration, arguing that a supportive learning environment
significantly contributes to language acquisition. This research focuses on the comparative
analysis of technology-enabled language learning versus traditional classroom methods,
highlighting the benefits and challenges associated with each approach. Findings indicate that
while technology enhances access to authentic language materials, fosters autonomy, and
promotes interactive learning experiences, disparities in digital access and the need for teacher
training remain significant challenges. The study also discusses the broader educational and
policy implications of digital learning in high schools, emphasizing the importance of teacher
preparedness, equitable access to digital tools, and strategic implementation of technology in
language education.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of Study
English language acquisition in high school is a critical component of students' education,
considering its importance in academic, professional, and social contexts. With the increasing
integration of technology in educational settings, there is growing interest in understanding its
impact on language learning outcomes among high school students.
The rapid integration of technology in high schools has raised concerns about its potential impact
on English language acquisition. This study aims to identify the challenges and benefits of
technology use in language learning and explore how it affects students' language proficiency
and overall language acquisition process, including all the difficulties that students and teachers
face and the benefits from this impact that technology has.
This study examines how technology integration in high schools affects the acquisition of the
English language, exploring its influence on students' language skills, engagement, and overall
learning experience.
The importance of studying the impact of technology on English language acquisition in high
schools is wide. With the increasing integration of technology in education, understanding how
it affects language learning is crucial. This study will provide valuable insights into the
effectiveness of technology in enhancing language skills, identifying potential challenges, and
informing educators on how to optimise its use. By exploring this impact, we can ensure that
high school students have the best opportunities to acquire English language proficiency in a
digital age.
We believe that “Technology integration in high schools boost English language acquisition
through interactive learning, access to authentic materials, student communication, and

collaboration.”
1.2 Research Questions

1. How does the integration of technology in high schools affect students' language proficiency

and fluency in English?
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2. What are the potential benefits and challenges of using technology in English language
acquisition?

3. What is the role of technology in providing access to authentic language materials and
resources for English language learners?

4. How does technology facilitate communication and collaboration among students for
language learning purposes?

5. What strategies and best practices can be implemented to optimize the use of technology in

English language acquisition?

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Technology integration into high school education has transformed the landscape of English
language acquisition. This work review aims to synthesise existing research on the impact of
technology on the process of learning English in high school settings. It seeks to elucidate the
multifaceted relationship between technology and English language acquisition by examining
empirical studies, theoretical frameworks, and pedagogical approaches.

These tools facilitate skill development in reading, writing, speaking, and listening, catering to
diverse learning styles and abilities. Moreover, technology-enhanced language-learning
environments promote autonomy and self-directed learning, empowering students to take
ownership of their language-learning journey (Warschauer M. &., 1998, pp. 57-71). Technology
supports teaching English, enabling teachers to improve their instructional methods (isa Erbas,

2021).

2.1 Digital Communication and Collaboration in English Learning
The emergence of digital communication platforms has heralded a transformative shift in how
high school students interact with and navigate the complexities of the English language, both
within and beyond the confines of the classroom. As underscored by (Thorne, 2008), the
pervasive presence of social media channels, instant messaging platforms, and online forums has
democratised the language acquisition process, providing students with immersive opportunities
for authentic language practice and cultural exchange. Through these digital avenues, students
can seamlessly engage in real-time conversations with peers from diverse linguistic
backgrounds, enriching their understanding of English as a living, dynamic entity embedded

within broader cultural contexts.
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The integration of digital collaboration tools in language learning facilitates collaborative
experiences beyond traditional classrooms, enhancing language proficiency and intercultural
competence (Kern, 2006), and raises concerns about maintaining formal language standards and
responsible online communication practices due to the informal nature and anonymity of digital

platforms.

2.2 Authentic Language Exposure

Such exposure to authentic materials serves to augment students' language learning journey by
bolstering their comprehension skills, expanding their vocabulary repertoire, and fostering a
deeper appreciation for cultural diversity, as elucidated by (Blake, 2013).

Digital platforms provide immersive language learning experiences such as virtual reality
simulations and online communities, enriching linguistic skills and fostering cultural empathy.
However, educators must critically select and evaluate content to ensure appropriateness and
accuracy while teaching students digital literacy skills for responsible engagement with online

resources.

2.2.1 Rise of Digital Technologies in English Learning

The integration of digital technologies in education has witnessed significant growth in recent
years, reshaping teaching and learning practices. This literature review explores the rise of digital
technologies in education, examining key trends, challenges, and opportunities identified in
scholarly research.

Examining the connection between competence, confidence, and other factors in using digital
resources in education is crucial. Merely offering technological tools may not be enough to
motivate teachers to adopt a student-centred approach in the classroom. This highlights the
importance of teachers' perspectives on digital technologies and emphasises the need for further
research on how pedagogical beliefs can help address external challenges in specific contexts

(Bui, 2022).

2.3 Importance of Technology in English Language Acquisition
As such, individuals with strong English language skills are better equipped to navigate diverse
contexts and capitalise on opportunities for personal and professional growth. English
proficiency is indispensable for academic success at both the secondary and tertiary levels. High

school students, in particular, are expected to develop advanced language competencies
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encompassing reading, writing, speaking, and listening to meet rigorous academic standards and
prepare for higher education or entry into the workforce (Cummins, 2008). Proficient English
language skills enable students to comprehend complex texts, articulate their thoughts
effectively, participate in class discussions, and communicate their ideas persuasively — all of
which are integral to achieving academic excellence and realising their full potential.
Furthermore, English proficiency is pivotal in facilitating social integration and cultural
exchange in multicultural societies. In diverse communities where individuals from various
linguistic backgrounds coexist, proficiency in a common language such as English fosters
communication, mutual understanding, and collaboration across cultural divides (Cummins,
2008). It serves as a bridge that connects people from different backgrounds, enabling them to
forge meaningful relationships, participate in shared activities, and engage in cross-cultural
dialogue. Moreover, proficiency in English empowers individuals to access a wealth of
information, ideas, and opportunities available in the globalized digital age, thereby enriching
their social experiences and broadening their horizons.

Beyond its educational and social dimensions, English language proficiency holds significant
implications for individuals' future career prospects and economic mobility. In an increasingly
interconnected and competitive job market, proficiency in English is often a prerequisite for
employment in various sectors, particularly those with international reach or requiring
interaction with diverse stakeholders (Cummins, 2008). Employers value candidates who can
communicate fluently and effectively in English, as it enhances their ability to collaborate with
colleagues, serve clients or customers, and navigate global business environments. Moreover,
English proficiency opens doors to a broader range of career opportunities, including roles in
multinational corporations, international organisations, and global industries, enhancing
individuals' earning potential and socioeconomic status.

Understanding the factors influencing language learning outcomes is paramount for educators,
policymakers, and researchers alike in light of the multifaceted significance of English language
acquisition. While traditional pedagogical approaches have long been employed to teach English
as a second language (ESL) or English as a foreign language (EFL), the role of technology in
enhancing language learning experiences has garnered increasing attention in recent years
(Cummins, 2008) . Digital tools and resources, from interactive language learning apps and
software programs to online courses and virtual language exchanges, offer learners
unprecedented opportunities for personalised, self-directed language practice and skill

development. Enhancing students' motivation, engagement, and English language proficiency.
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In conclusion, English language proficiency is not merely a desirable skill but a necessity in
today's interconnected world, with far-reaching implications for academic achievement, social
integration, and professional success. Mastery of the English language empowers individuals to
communicate effectively, engage meaningfully with others, and pursue diverse opportunities for
personal and professional growth. As such, educators, policymakers, and researchers must
continue exploring innovative approaches to English language instruction, including technology
integration, to ensure that learners are equipped with the skills and competencies needed to thrive

in an increasingly globalised and interconnected society.

2.3.2 The Role of Technology Implementation in English Language Acquisition
among High School Students
In the contemporary educational landscape, technology implementation plays a crucial role in

facilitating English language acquisition among high school students. This literature review
examines the impact of technology integration, specifically online dictionaries, on the English
learning process.

Technology tools enhance accessibility and individual motivation, showing noticeable
improvements in these aspects (Ahmad, 2018).

The fast-paced evolution of technology often results in innovations being quickly deemed
superior, only to be rapidly surpassed by even more advanced ones. However, technological
progress in education should not follow the same relentless speed as industrial development.
Instead, it is suggested that existing technologies can be creatively integrated to develop effective

learning models (Imtiaz Hassan Taj, 2017).

2.3.3 Creating a Supportive Classroom Environment and its impact on technology
in English language acquisition.
Demonstrating care for students can boost their motivation to engage in learning activities.

Additionally, teachers should acknowledge student participation with positive reinforcement,
such as saying, “That is a great point,” mainly when a student's input might be embarrassing.
Likewise, potentially awkward comments can be temporarily set aside and later used as valuable

learning opportunities (Zulfigar Ali, 2020).

Additionally, (Hernandez, 2019) suggests that integrating culturally relevant content via
technology can boost student motivation and engagement in language learning, thereby

contributing to a supportive classroom environment.
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2.3.4 Innovations in Learning Technologies that Impact English Language
Learning.
Motteram's edited volume, Innovations in Learning Technologies for English Language

Teaching, extensively examines technology's transformative influence on English language
education. Through a meticulously curated selection of chapters contributed by prominent
experts, the book provides valuable insights into harnessing learning technologies for effective
language instruction. Encompassing diverse themes ranging from augmented reality to mobile
applications, the volume thoroughly explores various technological innovations and their real-
world applications within language learning contexts (Motteram, 2022, pp. 48-78).

Technology has significantly impacted the English language. While it has enhanced
communication and language learning, it has also introduced challenges and changed how
English is used and understood. The continuous evolution of the language due to technological
advancements remains a topic of interest, but technology will continue to play a crucial role in

shaping its future (Ilkhamovna, 2023).

3. DISCUSSION
In today's digital age, high school students have unparalleled access to many technological
resources that aid in English language acquisition. Among these resources, online dictionaries
stand out as indispensable tools providing instant access to definitions, synonyms, and
pronunciation guides. This literature review explores the impact of online dictionaries on the
English language learning process among high school students.
Online dictionaries offer unparalleled accessibility and convenience to high school students.
With just a few clicks, students can access a vast repository of words and their meanings,
eliminating the need for bulky printed dictionaries. This accessibility facilitates a seamless
learning experience, enabling students to engage with English language resources anytime,
anywhere (Smith J. &., 2019).
One of the most significant advantages of online dictionaries is the provision of instant feedback
and support. Students can quickly look up definitions, synonyms, and even pronunciation guides
when encountering unfamiliar words in texts or assignments. This immediate access to
information enhances comprehension and promotes independent learning (Jones L. e., 2020).
Studies suggest that regular use of online dictionaries correlates with enhanced vocabulary
acquisition among high school students. Students deepen their understanding of word usage and

context by exploring synonyms, antonyms, and example sentences. Furthermore, the interactive
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nature of online dictionaries fosters active engagement, leading to more profound retention of
vocabulary (Garcia S. &., 2018).

Online dictionaries empower high school students to take ownership of their language-learning
journey. These tools promote autonomous learning and problem-solving skills by providing self-
directed access to linguistic resources. Students learn to navigate complex texts independently,
gradually building confidence and proficiency in English (Brown A. &., 2017).

In conclusion, online dictionaries facilitate English language acquisition among high school
students. Their accessibility, instant feedback, vocabulary enrichment features, and promotion
of autonomous learning contribute significantly to student success in language learning
endeavours. As technology continues to evolve, educators should harness the potential of online
dictionaries to maximise student engagement and achievement in English language education.
Teachers play a crucial role in shaping students' attitudes towards learning English. Teachers
empower students to challenge themselves and strive for improvement by providing support,
understanding, and encouragement. When students feel trusted and valued by their teacher, they
are more likely to take risks in their language learning journey, leading to greater development
of their English skills. Productive language skills, such as speaking and writing, are often used
to assess students' understanding of English. However, these skills can be compromised if
students harbour negative feelings towards their teacher. Fear of making mistakes or lack of
recognition for their efforts can inhibit students' willingness to participate actively in the
classroom, hindering their productivity and overall learning experience.

According to the results of the research questions, starting with the first question on How does
the integration of technology in high schools affect students' language proficiency and fluency
in English? Technology integration in high schools positively impacts students' language
proficiency and fluency in English by providing interactive and engaging learning experiences.
Technology facilitates regular practice through language apps, multimedia resources, and virtual
simulations, which enhance listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. It also promotes self-
paced learning and personalized feedback, thereby improving overall language competence and
confidence among students.

According to the second research question: What are the potential benefits and challenges of
using technology in English language acquisition? Using technology in English language
acquisition offers several benefits, including enhanced access to authentic language materials,
interactive exercises that promote engagement and motivation, personalized learning

experiences through adaptive technologies, and opportunities for global collaboration among
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learners. However, these advantages are accompanied by challenges such as unequal access to
technology, potential distractions that can hinder focused learning, varying quality of online
resources necessitating careful selection by educators, and the risk of over-reliance on
technology at the expense of developing essential language skills like face-to-face
communication and critical thinking. Balancing these benefits and challenges requires thoughtful
technology integration into language learning environments to maximise its potential while
addressing its limitations.

Also, the results of the third research question: What is the role of technology in providing access
to authentic language materials and resources for English language learners? Technology is
crucial in providing English language learners access to authentic language materials and
resources by offering a vast array of digital content such as articles, videos, podcasts, and
literature from native speakers and diverse cultures. Online platforms and digital libraries allow
learners to explore current and culturally relevant materials often inaccessible through traditional
means. This exposure helps learners develop authentic language skills, cultural awareness, and
a deeper understanding of language usage in real-world contexts, enhancing their overall English
proficiency.

According to the fourth research question: How does technology facilitate communication and
collaboration among students for language learning purposes? Technology facilitates
communication and collaboration among students for language learning by providing various
tools such as instant messaging, video conferencing, and collaborative platforms. These tools
enable students to interact in real-time regardless of geographic location, fostering language
practice and cultural exchange. Online forums, discussion boards, and shared document editing
features allow students to collaborate on projects, provide feedback on language tasks, and
engage in peer-to-peer learning. Additionally, social media and language learning apps provide
informal communication and community-building spaces among learners, enhancing their
language acquisition experience through authentic interactions.

According to the last research questions: What strategies and best practices can be implemented
to optimise the use of technology in English language acquisition? To optimise the use of
technology in English language acquisition, educators can implement several strategies and best
practices. First, ensure access to reliable internet and appropriate devices for all learners to
minimise disparities. Encourage active engagement by incorporating interactive activities,
multimedia content, and gamified learning platforms that enhance motivation and retention.

Provide opportunities for collaborative learning through online forums, virtual group projects,
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and peer feedback mechanisms. Lastly, the effectiveness of technology integration should be
regularly assessed through student feedback and data analysis to refine instructional strategies
and improve learning outcomes.

In response to the first question, what level of importance does the good or relationship between
teachers and students have in high school?

In high school, the quality of teacher-student relationships plays a pivotal role in shaping
students' academic success and overall well-being. Hattie's research underscores that positive
teacher-student relationships are not merely incidental but are foundational to creating a
conducive learning environment (Hattie, 2021). Beyond their direct impact on academic
achievement, these relationships foster a sense of belonging and emotional support among
students, which is crucial for their socio-emotional development. When students feel valued and
respected by their teachers, they are more likely to actively engage in learning, participate in
classroom discussions, and persevere through academic challenges.

According to the second question: What are the disparities between a positive teacher-student
relationship class and a negative one in the context of learning English in high school? There
have been a number of suggestions given.

In high school English classes, positive teacher-student relationships significantly boost student
engagement, motivation, and academic achievement (Roorda, 2022). Conversely, negative
relationships often lead to decreased engagement and hindered language learning progress.
Therefore, fostering positive teacher-student relationships is crucial for creating an enriching
learning environment.

Also, the result related to the third question: “Does technology implementation play a crucial
role in English learning acquisition?”

Technology implementation plays a crucial role in English learning acquisition. Recent research
(Smith J. , 2023) highlights the significant impact of technology on language learning outcomes.
Digital tools such as language learning apps, online dictionaries, and interactive platforms
provide students with access to diverse learning resources, personalized practice opportunities,
and immediate feedback, all of which are essential for language acquisition. Moreover,
technology facilitates immersive language experiences through access to authentic materials and
interactive multimedia content. Additionally, technology enables collaborative learning
environments, connecting students with peers and language experts worldwide. Overall, the
integration of technology enhances the effectiveness and accessibility of English language

learning, making it a vital component of language acquisition in contemporary education.
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The fourth and last question is: “How can teachers effectively integrate technology into the
classroom to enhance students' English language learning?”’

Teachers can effectively integrate technology into the classroom to enhance English language
learning for students by adopting a multifaceted approach that leverages digital tools and
resources to support various aspects of language acquisition. Recent research by (Brown A. &.,
2022) offers valuable insights into effective strategies for technology integration in language
classrooms. Firstly, teachers can utilize language learning apps and online platforms to provide
supplemental practice opportunities for vocabulary acquisition, grammar comprehension, and
language skills development. These resources offer interactive exercises, quizzes, and games
that engage students and reinforce learning in a fun and accessible manner. Secondly, teachers
can incorporate multimedia content, such as videos, podcasts, and digital simulations, to provide
authentic language experiences and cultural immersion. These materials expose students to real-
world language contexts and help improve listening comprehension, pronunciation, and cultural
understanding. Additionally, teachers can utilize collaborative tools, such as virtual classrooms,
discussion forums, and video conferencing platforms, to facilitate peer interaction, language
exchange, and collaborative projects. By fostering a dynamic and interactive learning
environment that integrates technology, teachers can enhance students' engagement, motivation,
and language proficiency in English learning.

By incorporating these strategies, teachers can harness technology's potential to enrich English
language learning experiences and better meet their students' diverse needs.

Based on the literature gathered during the, we conclude that a good teacher-student relationship
has positive effects and motivates students to learn the English language. We also conclude that
technology plays a crucial role in integrating students. What both sides, students and teachers,

should do is create that chain of good relationships and use them for the learning process.

4. CONCLUSION
This study aimed to analyze the impact of technology on English language acquisition in high
school by placing a special emphasis on the significant influence it has and the fact that English
learning could not be effective without a good relationship. The research questions of the study
were: 1. What level of importance does the good relationship between teachers and students have
in high school? 2. What are the disparities between a positive teacher-student relationship class
and a negative one in the context of learning English in high school? 3. Does technology

implementation play a crucial role in English learning acquisition? 4. How can teachers
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effectively integrate technology into the classroom to enhance English language learning for
students?

The second chapter focuses mainly on the social part of the relationships and the importance of
technology's impact on high school English language acquisition. It emphasises English learning
and the importance of strategies for teachers and students to build a good relationship that
influences the learning process with the help of technology. Lastly, it gives the scholars
statements of the impact of technology on learning skills and having a good relationship with
each other, arguing how crucial they are to have effective English teaching and learning.

The literature of the study shows that the technology-teacher-student relationship in learning
English is considered indispensable and a key element in effective learning. A good teacher-
student relationship is also considered important by the students. Based on this study, technology
implementation plays a crucial role in English learning acquisition. All teachers should
remember the most effective way to build a good relationship and integrate with technology,
which will also improve how their students learn. It would be valuable to investigate “teachers
and students" views and opinions on the impact of technology on English language acquisition

in high schools.

Recommendations

Considering that the impact of technology on English language acquisition is crucial for
students’ achievement, much more attention should be given to it. However, relying on the
research, the following recommendations can be made:

1. Teachers should prioritise implementing technology in class so that students can improve and
be more eager to learn English.

2. Teachers must undergo training to update their teaching skills with technology. This ensures
they can effectively utilise new tools to improve their teaching methods, benefiting students by

creating engaging learning environments and preparing them for success in a digital world.
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